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Thus faith the Lord, Learn 
not the way of the Heathen, 
and be not diſmay'd at the | 
Signs of Heaven; for the 
Heathen are  diſmay'd at 
them. 


= HERE. is ſomewbat awful in 
many things, from which we have 
no reaſon to fear any real Miſ- 
chief; and particularly in ſuch 
mag Aſpects of the heavenly Bodies, as 
that which very lately appear'd 
to ſeveral Parts of this Nation. The generality 
of Eclipſes indeed paſs almoſt unobſerv'd : but 
when there comes a total One, eſpecially of the 
Sun, ſuch as was that which happen'd two 
n is Days | 
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Days * ſiace, tis too remarkable to be neglec- 
ted. But the Obſervations and Judgments of 


Men are very diſſerent upon ſuch occaſions: and 


accordingly, out of the many Thouſands in 
Eugl nd, who coald not but take Tome notice of 
the late Eclipſe, many, I doubt not, found their 
Minds poſſels'd with becoming Thoughts of the 
Power and Wiſdom of God, ſhiuiug forth out 
of the ſurprizing Darkneſs which for ſome time o- 
verſhadow'd them; probably very many, who had 


not exercis'd a Thought conceriping God or a fu- 


ture State for a great while before, were ſtruck 
with Amazement, and with a dreadful expecta- 
tion of being ſuddenly. call'd to Wempe o- 
thers were poſlels'd with a ſuperſtitious Fear of 
t Miſeries and Caſamities portended to the 
lation ; and others again, with a malicious 
Joy, to ſee ſo favourable an occaſion for ſpread- 
1og Fears of this nature throughout the Land. 
Now tis with a Defre'of giving God the Glory 
of his excellent Works, of aſſiſtiug the Thoughts 
of ſome, who poflibly may labour under Miſap- 
prehenſions, and likewiſe of diſcovering the Fol- 


ly and Wickedneſs of thoſe who deſignedly im- 


l much after it was Tal. 


prove ſuch Miſtakes, that I have choſen to diſ—- | 


courſe from theſe Words. In which are con- 
tain'd the three following Things: ; 


I. A general Caution againſt learning the 
+ *_ ways of idolatrous Nations: Learn not 
the way ef the Hleathen. | 


4 * 


+ April 22. 1715. About 4 Quarter paſt Nine in the More- 


ing, the Body of the Sun was wholly bid from tas by the Moon, for 
me Minutes : at which time three of the Planets, viz. Jupi- 
ter, Venus, and Mercury, with ſome of the pr d Stars, 
ear d. There was Darkneſs in part for near an Hour before, 


IL A 


II. A ſpecial Warning. againſt a particular 
Evil which prevaiPd among the Chaldeant, 
to whom, about the time of this Pro- 
phecy, the Ifraelitet were in Captivity : 
Bee not diſmay dat the Signs of Heaven. 
III. The Reaſon of this Warging: For the 
HMiatben are di ſmay d at them. 220 


- all offer | ſomething upon each of theſe 
Heads, and then endeavour to make ſome Im- 
provement of the whale. 1 
But before we enter upon any of the Particu- 
lars laid down, it may, perhaps, be uſeful to 
obſerve the folemm manner by which theſe Words 
are inatroduc'd ; ' ſignifying the great Importance 
of the Meſſage, and the Obligations of the ,. 
ratl;tes to receive it. Tis uſual with the Pros 
phets, in many Meſſages of Importance, to be - 
gin, as in the firſt words of our Text, with, 
Thus {aich the Lord. And fuch an Introduction 
as that, juſtly commands an attentive Reve- 
rence, and à chearful Obedience, whether the _ 
Meſſage be ſent to a particular Perſon, or to & 

Whole Nation. Bot even theſe Words them- £ 

_ elves, as well as the Warning which follows; 

are brought in after a more ſolemn manner: 
Ver. 1. Hear the Word which the Lord ſpeaketh un- 
to you, O Houſe of Iſrael. As if the Prophet had 
ſaid, ** Take ſpecial Notice of what I am go- 
ing to deliver: tis what the Almighty and 

et Ever-living God ſpeaks after a particular 
manner to you {ſraelites, whom he has gra- 

4 ciouſly diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the 
« World, and whonyy by a ſpecial Revelation, 

* he has taught the Knowledg and Worſhip of 
„ himſelf.” This Meſſage, as we have already 
obſerv'd, contains, s,, Ft: 21 
e204 e 
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I. A general Caution againſt learning the 
ways of idolatrous Nations; i. e. againſt com- 
plying with their idolatrous and other evil 
Cuſtoms, For when the moſt High ſays by the 
Prophet, Learn not the way of the Heathen, he 
does not forbid his People to learn any good 
thing by their Example, or indeed to do any 
indifferent Action, merely becauſe it was prac- 
tis'd by, the Heathen Nations. There might 
be ſome things indifferent in their own Na- 
ture, concerning. which God had given them 


particular Commands; but then they ceas'd to 


be indifferent to them, and became Duties by 
a poſitive Inſtitution. And in theſe things they 
were to regard the Divine Law, in oppoſition 


to the Heathen Practice. But ſtill this did : 


not tie up the Iſraelites from practiſing other 


things which were of an indifferent nature, 


even tho the Cuſtom ſhould have been receiv*d 
from the Heathens. Much leſs were the Jews, 
by the words of our Text, or by any other, 
forbidden to imitate the Heathen in any thing 
which was really good and uſeful in it ſelf : 
But the Caution in our Text is level'd againſt 
all-thoſe Ways, i. e. againſt all thoſe Principles 
and Practices, in which the Jews knew that the 
Command of God had made them to differ 
from the Heathens ; and 1 againſt Ido- 
latry, the Foundation of all the reſt, This 1s 
the diſtinguiſhing Mark of the People. of God 
from the Heathens, or Nations, in ſeveral Pla- 
ces; where it is not expreſly mention'd. And 
accordingly, to this day, hen we ſpeak of a 


_ Heathen, we generally mean an Idolater. The 


way of the Nations, in this Caſe, was not to be 


learn'd or comply'd with, by the People of 
ht Rs God, 


— 


the Total Eclipſe of the Sun. 7 
God, upon any account, how agreeable ſoever 
to their Senſes or Paſſions, and how much ſo- 
ever the Heathens might deſpiſe and ridicule 
them .for their Singularity. Nay, they are 
warn'd not to yield a Compliance to any ſuch 
ways, tho the utmoſt Violence ſhould be us'd 
with them, in that Captivity, in which the I/, 
raelites were either, at the time of this Pro- 
* phecy, actually detain'd, or which the Prophet 
| 15/6 would quickly overtake them. They 
are not only told, that they muſt never in their 
Wills or Affections give way to Idolatry; but 
are, in the words of our Text, aſſur'd, that it 
is not worth their while to become acquainted 
with the Particulars of idolatrous Worſhip, ſo 
. vain and fooliſh it was in it ſelf. But the prin- 
cipal thing deſign'd, 1s, that they ſhould not en- 
tertain any Affection for, or ſhew the leaſt Encou- 
rage ment to ſuch Parts of it as muſt neceſſarily 
come under their Obſervation. This general 
Caution therefore, againſt learning the way of the 
Heathen, ſignity*d to the Iſraelites, that they muſt 
avoid whatever might betray them into ſojunrea- 
ſonable and ſo pernicious a Courſe, as that of Ido- 
latry; that they ought to be content with God 
for their Teacher, and his Laws for their Rule, 
in all things, but eſpecially in the Affair of Di- 
vine Worſhip. 13 
I might here take occaſion to ſhew the Folly 
of Idolatry, as a Reaſon to ſupport this Cau- 
tion; and its deſtructive Tendency, that we may 
all take ſpecial Care to avoid every Appearance 
of it. But, I believe, we are all convinc'd of 
the Folly of worſhipping any thing beſides the 
living and true God: ſince none but He is ca- 
pable of receiving the Worſhip: we offer; and 
ſince He alone is intitled to Divine n 
c Wo 


R 
W 
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[ who created and governs the World, who 


| preſerves his Creatures, and provides for them 
f And as to the pernicious Conſequences of Ide- 

latry; beſides the wretched Blindnefs it bfings 

upon the Mind, which is ina great meaſure its 

own Punifhment : ;/ we cannot but know, that tis 
the higheſt Provocation in the World, for that 
f God, who made all things, and bas all zt his 
1 Diſpoſal, to ſee his Honour proſtituted, his Glo- 
_ ry given to another,” and his Praiſe to graven Ima- 
ges, to vile Affections, or to any thing elſe be- 
Hides bimſelf. T' ſhall therefore leave theſe ge- 
=. neral things, and proceed to what 1 principally 
| defign'd from theſe Words, as being more im- 
1 mediately ſuted to that particular Caſe, which 
; is the occaſion of this Diſcourſe, and which at 
preſent - makes ent a Noiſe in our Land: d 
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I. The Waroing 0 2n By, which more 
eſpecially preyaiFd among the Chaldeani, than 
moſt other Nations; che forming of Jadgments, 
and Expedations from the Poſitions and Motions 
oOʒf the Heavenly Bodies. Be not, ſays the Pro- 
phet, diſmayd at the Signs of Heaven, Jo the 
| Heathen ave diſmay'd at them. 

* Now in Aifobutkos; of this Waraiog, 1 thn 
| endeavour to ſhew, TO", 

i Aft. What we are to underſtand by the Sens 
—_ -: of Heaven, and what they were intended for. 

24. How little reaſon we have to be war Oo : 
at them 
If. By the! Nager of! Rave in our Text; we 
may underſtand the ſame which Moſes, in his 
Account of the Creation, calls Ligbts in the Fir- 

4 mament of the Heaven, Gen! 1. 14. ozether with 
1 | e various enn and — one to- 

ö 


wards 


the Total Eclipſe of the Sun. 9 
wards another. Now not only the two great 
Lights, which were made, after a ſpecial man- 
ner, to rule the Day and the Night; but in ge- 
neral, all che Lights in the Firmament of the Hea- 
ven, are, in that Verſe, ſaid to be for Signs. and 
for Seaſons ; or, as ſome render the words, for 
Signs of the Seaſons, ' And, indeed, this ſeems to 
be the inſpir'd Author's Meaning, As for the 
manner of Expreſſion, for Signs and for Seaſons ; 
it is very common in the Hebrew, and in many 
other Languages; a figurative way of Speech 
expreſſing thoſe things disjunctively, which muſt 
by the Underſtanding be join'd together. Firſt, 
theſe Lights are ſaid to be for Signs, and 
then preſently are mention'd the things which 
they are to ſignify, namely the Seaſons, the 
Days, and the Years: whereas, if we under- 


ſtand the word Signs in an indefinite Senſe, and 


not confin'd to what follows, we are thro the 
whole Text left in great Uncertainty; find- | 
ing that there are Signs appointed i» the Heaven 
for ſomething or other, but not knowing for 
what. - Beſides, if we muſt take all the Parts 
of the Text disjunctively, then the Lights in the. 
Firmament muſt be taken for Seaſons, and for. 
Days, and for Years, as well as for Signs, But 
we know, that the Celeſtial Bodies are not them- 
ſelves Seaſons, and Days, and Years, but only 
Signs of them, by ſuch and ſuch particalar Mo- 
tions and Aſpects, as the All-wiſe and Power- 
ful God, in the Courſe of Nature, has ordain'd 
to them. Neither can I ſee reaſon to believe, 
that every Motion or Poſition of the Heavenly 
Bodies has a ſpecial ſignification in it; tho eve- 
ry Motion, and every E Ni ſerves in general 

"Wis: * 9 
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to advance the Glory of God's wonderful Wiſ- 
dom and Power, in keeping up ſuch a regu- 
lar Tenour and Courſe in ſuch vaſt Bodies, all 
created out of nothing. The Sun indeed (which, 
in the Chapter now quoted, is call'd the Grea- 
ter Light) is ſaid to rule the Day, as it is by 
the appearance of his Light, increaſing and de- 
creaſing, that we meaſure the Length of the 
Day; and the Moon likewiſe to rule the Night, 
partly upon a like account. Thus likewiſe - 
the Sun's Courſe (if we may ſo call it) is a de- 
termining Sign of the Year's. beginning and 
ending, and of the various Seaſons of it. And 
in general, the Sun, and the Moon, and the o- 
ther Lights, are neceſſary Signs of the Seaſons 
of Sowing, of Reaping, of Planting, and are 
uſeful in Navigation, aud other things. | 
But theſe things are very well known, and 
taken for granted. The great Queſtion, with 
regard to theſe Lights, and their different Ap- 
pearances, is, whether they are not likewiſe 
deſign'd to influence Mens particular Actions, 
and to foretel extraordinary Events in the 
World. In anſwer to which, beſides what Rea». 
ſon ſuggeſts, we have this to ſay, that the 
Scripture does not encourage us to believe any 
ſuch thing, eſpecially concerning the natural 
Order and regular ,Motion of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies. Indeed that God, who made both the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Sea, and all deep 
Places, has ſometimes ſhewn how eaſy. it is with 
him to put any part of created Nature out of 
its uſual Courſe, when be thinks fit, by an ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of his Wiſdom and Power, 
to confirm the Faith of his Servants: as in the 
Caſe of Hezekiah, Iſa. 38. 8. who obtain'd a 
Promiſe, 


the Total Eclipſe of the Sun. 11 
Promiſe, that the Shadow 'of the Degrees, whith 
was gone down in the Sun-dial of Ahaz, ſhould be 
brought again ten Degrees backward; as an Aſſu- 
rance that God would lengthen his Life, and 
deliver him and his People out of the hand of 
the King of Mhria. But theſe things are very 
different from the ſettled ordinary Courſe- of 
the Celeſtial Bodies; and yet even theſe extra- 
ordinary things impos'd no Force or Neceſſity 
upon the Actions of any Man. Theſe things, 
I ſay, are vaſtly different from the ſettled Or- 
der of Nature: and conſequently, the ordina- 
ry Courſes of the Heavenly Bodies cannot rea- 
ſonably be accounted ſo much as the Signs of 
extraordinary Events upon Earth; unleſs we 
will ſuppoſe, that God prepares the Minds of 
Men, by his ſecret Influence, to be reſtleſs and 
inclin'd to Change, againſt ſuch a time as the 
Heavenly Bodies will finiſh ſach or © ſuch a 
ſtated Courſe; which is a monſtrous Suppoſi- 
tion. 271 WEL | 

But again, beſides thoſe extraordinary things 
which have been done in the Heavens, for con- 
firming the Faith of ſome particular Perſons, 
there are ' ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture,” which 
ſpeak of Signs in the Heaven, and ſach as portend 
DeſtruQion, or at leaſt great Calamity and Mi- 
ſery to Men upon the Earth; particularly, that 
Paſſage in Joe, chap. 2. ver. 30, 31. quoted af- 
ter this manner by the Apoſtle Peter, Acts 2. 
19, 20. And I will ſh:w"Wonders in Heaven 4. 
bove, and Signs in the Earth beneath; Bled, and 
Fire, and Vapour of Smoke. The Sun ſhall be 
turn d into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood, be- 
fore that great and terrible Day of the Lord come. 
But beſides that a great number of learned In- 

B 2 tterpreters 


i2 A SERMON occaſion d by 
terpreters expound all this whole Context of 
the Deſtruction only of the Fewiſh Oeconomy, 
figuratively compar'd to the Sun and the Moon, 
and the Heaven; which kind of Compariſons 
are very frequent in the Old Teſtament: be- 
ſides this, if we take theſe things in a literal 
ſenſe, I do not ſee how they can be underſtood of 
the ordinary and ſtated Courſe of the Heavenly 
Bodies, but of the extraordinary Direction given 
by the great Author and Diſpoſer of Nature. 
The ſame muſt be ſaid concerning that o- 
ther Paſſage, Mat. 24. 29, 30. where our Lord 
having ſpoken of the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, which was indeed preceded by very un- 
uſual and terrible Sights in the Air, adds, Im- 
mediately after the Tribulation of thoſe Days, ſhall 
the Sun be darkned, and the Moon ſhall not give her 
Light, and the Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, and the 
Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. And then ſball 
appear the Sign of the Son of Man in Heaven 
and then ſhall all the Tribes of the Earth mourn ;; 
and they ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven, with Power and great Glory. 
There are many other Expreſſions in the Con- 
text, which all ſeem to refer to the ſecond 
Coming of Chriſt, unto Judgment. And if this 
be, as ſeems very probable, the Meaning of the 
place; theſe things cannot be underſtood of 
the ſettled and regular Motions of the Heaven- 
ly Bodies, which are the Cauſe of Eclipſes, but 
of the Diſſolution of all things at the End of 
the World :. which, with regard to God's Pre- 
ſcience and Eternal Duration, may be ſaid to 
be immediately after thoſe Days, our Saviour had 
/ juſt been ſpeaking of. Some indeed ſtill expound 
theſe words in a figurative manger, like thoſe 
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in Joel. But *tis only the literal Senſe which 
concerns us in the Affair of the Signs of Heaven. 
And if we do underſtand this Paſlage literally of 
Signs in the Heaven, we muſt conclude that they 
are extraordinary, and. not the ordinary regular 
Courſes of the Celeſtial Bodies. And conſe- 
quently, the ſettled ordinary Courſes of theſe 
Heavenly Bodies, ſuch as Eclipſes, and the like, 
cannot reaſonably be look'd on as Signs pore 
rending any extraordinary Events at all. Hav- 
ing thus conſider'd the principal Places of Scrip- 
ture, which relate, to the preſent Queſtion, I 
now proceed, „ 5211. px 
2h, To ſhew that we have no occaſion te be 
diſmay'd at theſe Signs of Heaven, of which our 
Text ſpeaks. And one Reaſon is, 
(..) That they are the natural Courſe of the 
Heavenly Bodies, into which they neceſſarily 
fall, by, the Motion which their great Creator 
firſt impreſs'd on them. Particularly, Eclipſes 
are nothing elſe but the Interpoſition of the 
Moon between the Sun and the Earth, or of 
the Earth between the Sun and the Moon: 
which Interpoſitions are neceſlarily cauſed by 
the ſtated Motions of theſe Bodies, without any 
Conflicting, or Agony, or Striving among them, 
as ignorant Perſons are apt to imagine. There 
are generally many of them in every . Year ; 
ſome viſible in one part of the World, and 
ſome in another; gccording as theſe Bodies, 
traverſing their reſpective Courſes, muſt ſome- 
times meet in one part of the Heaven, and 
ſometimes in another. And were it not for 
theſe Motions, which are the Cauſe of Eclipſes; 
inſtead of a few Minutes Darkneſs in the day- 
time, there would be perpetual in 
. ome 
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ſome Parts of the World, which now are ſta- 
tedly enlighten'd 3 and no Night in other Parts, 
which now receive the returning Changes of 
Darkneſs and Light, as we do. S0 that indeed 
theſe Eclipſes, which ſo terrify inconſiderate 
Men, and of which deſigning Men make ſach 
advantages for the purpoſe of deceiving, ate 
no more than the common Effects of thoſe ve- 
ry Courſes, whereby we enjoy the benefit of 
the Day for our Affairs, and of the Night for 
our Repoſe: ſo far are they from giving us 
any reaſon to be diſmay d. If they were not the 
common Effects of theſe Courſes, they cou'd not 
be foreſeen by human Obſervation. And yet 
tis manifeſt that they who have diligently ob- 
ſerv'd the Motions of the Heavenly Bodies for 
any tolerable ſpace of Time, can many Years 
before-hand tell, within a very ſmall matter, 
when an Eclipſe will begin, and when it will 
end. But again, FIG 110 int Aan 
(z.) Another Reaſon why we ought not to be 
diſmay d at theſe Signs of Heaven, is, becauſe 
they have probably as often been follow'd with 
good and happy Conſequences in thoſe places 
where they have fallen, as with unhappy. ones. 
There are not wanting, in our own Hiſtory, 
Facts enough to ſupport the Truth of this Aſ- 
ſertion. But it is not neceſſary to enter into a 
long Detail: For, a ſmall number of Inſtances 
is enough to prove, that Eclipſes, in particu- 
lar, are follow'd ſometimes with very happy 
Effects, as well as at other times with Effects 
not ſo happy; that is to ſay, that ' tis a folly to 
aſcribe either the one or the other to theſe 
| Signs of the Heaven. . NE io BEIT 


1 


Not 
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. Not to go further backward than our own. 
Memory; there were two Ectipſes of the Sun 
in the Year. 1688. when by a. happy Revolution: 
our, Religion and Liberty were reſcu'd from 
the jaws of Arbitrary Power. There were ſe- 
veral more, according to uſual Courſe, in the 
enſuing Reign of our Glorious DELIVERER. 
And what Reaſon can be given, why the Re- 
duttion of Ireland, the Deſtreying of the French 
Fleets, the Settlement of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and many other proſperous Events, ſhou'd not, 
according to the Aſtrological way of judging, 
be aſcrib'd to them? 8 38 of 4 

Again, if from the Reign of King Wiliam: 
we proceed to that of the late Queen; tis ob- 
ſervable that almoſt every one of the glorious 
Advantages with which her Majeſty's Arms: 
were bleſs'd, in oppoſition to the common Ene- 
my, for about ſeven Years, was nearly preceded: 
by ſome Eclipſe; and very often by what we: 
call an Eclipſe of the San. And tis almoſt? 
endleſs to mention the number of the proſpe- 
rous Battels we fought, the ſtrong Cities wer 
took, and others we ;reliey'd, in that ſpace of 
time. 1% J Tf n ed 

So that, if we wou'd raiſe: any Expectation 
at all from the Appearances of Heaven, com- 
par'd with the Hiſtory of our o¹n Times; 
there is at leaſt as much reaſon to hope for 
proſperous Events from this laſt Eclipſe, as to 
fear any thing unhappy.' Nay more, according 
to the Aſtrological manner of Reaſoning: ſince 
a Total Eclipſe is, with thoſe who follow this 
Method of thinkiog, accounted much more con- 
ſiderable, and to have a much greater Influence, 
than a partial one. But *tis ſufficiedt to our 


purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, that it appears by the ſhort Account 
now given, that Eclipſes are far from being 
certain Signs of Calamity and Diſtreſs to the 
Places where 'they appear, being often follow'd 
with as happy Events as a People can wiſh for. 
And, beſides what may further be ſaid from 
our own Hiſtory, it may ſafely be left to any 
capable and faithful Inquirer, whether takin 
one time with another, there has not as mnch 
— Proſperity attended Cities or Nations in gene- 
ral, when they have been overſhadow'd with 
Eclipſes, or terrify'd with Comets, as there 
us'd to do at other times; and whether Prin- 
ces have not died in as great Numbers, and 
Changes of Government happen'd as ofteo, when' 
there have been no ſuch Appearances, as when 
there have. But, f „eee 
(3) The principal Reaſon why we ought 
not to be diſturb'd or diſmay'd at any of theſe 
things, is, becauſe the Heavenly Bodies them- 
ſelves, and all their Motions, are in the Hand, 
and at the Diſpoſal of @ righteous, a wiſe, and 
a merciful God. Neither the Sun, nor the 
Moon, nor any other of the Celeſtial Bodies, 
are able to do us any Miſchief of themſelves; 
nor indeed can they ſignify or portend any 
thing by their own Contrivance or Efficiency. 
If then they are in the Hand of God, ſuppo- 
fing they ſhould be Threatnings of Evil from 
him; yet thoſe which are more direct, namely 
verbal Threatnings, deliver'd by the Prophets 
immediately from the Mouth of God, have 
been eſcap'd, and the threaten'd Judgments a- 
verted, by a Gracious God, upon the Repen- 
\ tance and Humiliation of his Creatures, as ap- 
pears by the Caſe of Nineveh. But we have - 
ag LS ready 
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ready ſeen, that there is no reaſon to believe, 
that the ordinary Motions of the Heavenly Bo» 
dies do really portend any Threatning at all. 
However, the Bleſſed God is not reſtrain'd or 
guided by the Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies; 
but he himſelf direts and reſtrains them. But 
theſe things have a near Aﬀinity with the fol- 
lowing Head; for which reaſon I ſhall forbear 
enlarging, and proceed to conſider, 


III. The laſt Words of our Text, which are 
the Reaſon of the preceding Warning: For the 
Heathen are diſmay'd at them. / 0 

As if the Prophet had ſaid, *Tis really a 
« part of Heatheniſm to be diſmay d and terri- 
«+ty'd at the Signs of Heaven; and the more 
« we give way to this unreaſonable Fear, the 
« more we do, like Heathens, caſt off the Ac- - 
%“ knowledgment of the True God.“ 

Tis indeed no wonder, that they were in a 
Confternation at the Signs of Heaven, ſince they 
fooliſhly imagin'd, that all Events of human 
Affairs neceſſarily depended upon them, with- 
out recurring in their Thoughts to a Firſt 
Cauſe, and a Free Agent, which is God, Ma- 
ny of the Heathen Nations believ'd that all 
things, even the voluntary Actions of Men, 
were govern'd, not by the Providence of God, 
but by the Power of the Stars; and accordingly 
they worſhip'd them, as if they had been ra- 
tional Beings. They took the Heavenly Bodies 
for Gods, and form'd to themſelves Images to 
repreſent them, as the Prophet intimares in 
the Verſes following our Text. For tho he 
does not expreſly ſay, that the Images there 
ſpoken of were Images of the Heavenly Bo- 

| E dies; 
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dies; yet whoever knows any thing of the Hiſ- 
tory of the Eaſtern Nations, and their Idola- 

» knows that generally the Images they 
worſhip'd, were Repreſentations of the Sun, of 
the Moon, of Saturn, of Venus, or ſome other Ce- 
leſtial Body. And they had brought themſelves 
to that height of Folly, as to believe, that by 
their magical Inchantments, the Spirit of the 
Stars was brought down from Heaven into theſe 
Images, which they made to repreſent them up- 
on Earth; and that the ſame Spirit operated 
ia them for the benefit of thoſe who worſhip'd 
them. Well therefore might the Prophet make 
uſe of this Fear of the Heathens, as an Argu- 
ment of their Idolatry and Vanity; and adviſe 
the I/-aelites not to be mov'd by their Exarh- 

le, but to look upon them, in their being 
frighted at the Signs of Heaven, much after the 
ſame manner, as they would if they ſaw them 
actually fall down and worſhip them; for both 
muſt proceed from an idolatrous Principle. 

' What room is there to fear God, or to truſt in 
him, to pray, or perform any religious Service 
to him; if any thing elſe beſides himſelf muſt 
be ſo much dreaded, as the poor Heathens 
dreaded the Signs of Heaven; looking upon 
them as Proofs of a fatal Neceſſity, which no 
Power could avert? How can we be ſaid to be- 
lieve in the Wiſdom or Power, the Holineſs or 
Goodneſs .of God, if we attribute ſo much to 
theſe Signs, as if they were either out of his 
reach, or Demonſtrations of his being reſoly'd 

1 to ſhew no Mercy, how humbly ſoever his Crea- 

5 tures ſhould ſubmit to him? 'Tis certain that 

bl the Prophet taxes this unreaſonable Dread of the 

| | Signs of Heaven for Idolatry, by the near Con- 

| | nexion 


4 


N 1 - E 
- & e „ * F * 


the Total Eclipſe of the Sun. 19 


nexion of the Matter of our Text with the 
following Verſes. He had in our Text advis'd, 
not to learn the way of the Heathen, nor be diſ- 
may d at the Signs of Heaven, as the Heathens 
were. In the next Verſe he gives the Reaſon 
of his Advice ; For the Cuſtoms of the People are 
vain. And then he ſhews their Vanity, both in 
their actual Idolatry, and in that ſuperſtitious 
Fear which was the Cauſe of it: Ver. 5. Be not 
afraid of them, for they cannot do Evil, neither al- 
7 it in them to do Good. 


Having thus gone thro what was propos'd 
from theſe Words, I ſhall conclude with making 
a few Reflections upon the whole. r, 

1. We ſee, that God's own Covenanted Peo- 
ple had need of Cautions againſt Idolatry, and 
other things, which were altogether fooliſh and 
unreaſonable in themſelves. Let not us there- 
fore think our ſelves above Admonition. I make 
no doubt but we all ſee the Vanity of open Ido- 
latry, or Worſhip. paid to Stocks and Stones; 
but however we have great reaſon to take car 
that we do not ſet up Idols in our Hearts, an 
attribute to our own vile Affections that Ho- 
nour which is due to God alone. The Apoſtle 
Paul exprelly calls Covetouſneſs by the name, of 
1delatry, Col. 3, 5. and with like reaſon, we may 
call Pride, or any, other inordinate Affection, 
which gets the Maſtery of us, by the ame 
Name, We cannot be Slaves to any corrupt 
Paſſion, but we are at the ſame time Idolaters,: ., 

2. As to, this particular Caſe of the Syons of 
Heaven, we ſee the Folly of bei g diſmay. d, at 
them; and that if we examine this Fear to the 
bottom, tis really no better than Feathenifm, 
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eſpecially where it prevails to a conſiderable de- 
gree. I will not indeed venture to affirm, 
that all thoſe who are troubled with any de- 
bree of this Fear, are Idolaters: but however, 
ttis certain ſach Perſons are not altogether clear 
of Superſtition. And if they will ſeriouſly re- 
flect, they muſt acknowledg, that ſuch a Dread 
has a very peraictous Tendency. For it tends 
to ſhake the Foundations of our Truſt in God, 
to make us doubt of his Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs, and to ba- 
niſn his true Fear out of our Minds. It was 
this Deluſion, whereby the Chaldean and Eg) 
rh Prieſts kept all the Nations about them in 
a mighty Opinion of their Learning and Piety. 
But it was this likewiſe whereby they eftabliſh'd 
Idolatry the more effectually; putting thoſe 
Conſtruf&ions upon the Motions of the Heaven- 
Iy Bodies, which beſt ſerv'd their Turn; while 
they were ſure the ignorant People could not 
r 
And 'tis by the ſame Method that ſome un- 
eaſy Perſons among our ſelves pretend to ſhew 
their Learning and Piety, by vain Predictions 
concerning dreadful Events portended by the 
— Eclipſe. But in the mean time they be- 
ray either their Ignorance, or their ſeditious 
Falſhoog. They ſpeak as they wiſh, while they 
afhrm that it forebodes Miſchief to our Excel- 
lent Sovereign, and his Illuſtrious Family. They 


= would perſuade us, that the Heavens are the 


ing's Enemies; whereas *tis mabifeſt that the 
bd of Heaven has been his Supporter and De- 
| fender, to their atter Confuſion. They take a- 
bundance of Pains to prove themſelves Idola- 
h 
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ters; and Idolatry is, perhaps, what they would 
gladly ſee eſtabliſn d. | 
But let us, by the ſad Example of the de. 
taded Heatheos, and by the Warning of the in- 
ſpir'd Prophet in our Text, be perſuaded to 
put away all thoſe - Apprehenſions which dero- 
gate ſo much from the Honour of God, and 
tend ſo much to the Detriment of our own 
Souls, Let us render unto God the Glory due to 
bis Name; believing that he rules in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and delights in Mercy, as well as acknow- 
ledging that adorable Wiſdom and Power, 
which are diſplay'd in the ſeveral Motions of 
the Celeſtial Bodies. But the Glory which re- 
dounds to God from the Subject of our pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe, is ſo various, that 1 muſt crave 
leave to ſpeak a few words of the Particulars 
by themſelves: In doing which, I ſhall endea- 
me to apply each Particular to ſome practical 

. . 2%; ; 


(1,) That wonderful Order and Regularity 
which appears in the Courſes of the Celeſtial 
Bodies, may convince us, that the World is 
not govern'd by Chance, but by a Mind ſu- 
premely wiſe. ' And the Belief of God's infi- 
nite Wiſdom, is a ſtrong Argument towards 
perſuading us to acquieſce in all Diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence. 50 | 
( 2.) That God, who was able to create ſuch 
vaſt Bodies out of nothing, and has, thro ſo 
many Ages, preſerv'd them in their ſeveral 
Courſes, muſt needs be a Being of infinite Power; 
and therefore it concerns us to ſeek an Intereſt 
in his Favour, | at 
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(3.) Since the Bleſſed God, notwithſtandin 
that infinite Wiſdom and Power, which are dis 
play'd by the * of Heaven, gives a Caution 
in our Text, that we be not diſmay'd at them; 
this is a Proof that he will govern rational 
Creatures by righteous Laws, and not by Signs. 
We ought therefore to expe& that he will call 
us to account, whether we have acted agreeably 
to the Rules which he has preſcrit'd. And 


one would think, that thoſe who were by the 


late Eclipſe put ia mind of a Day of Judgment, 
could not ſuffer the Thought preſently to wear 
off. But whether they do or not, yet that Day 
will &er loag overtake them. The Day of the 
Lord will come as a Thief in the Night; in the. 
which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
Noiſe, and the Elements (hall melt with fervent 
Heat the Earth alſo, and the Works that are there - 
in (ball be burnt up. Seeing then that all theſe 


things (ball be difſolv'd, what manner of Perſons 


ought ye to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 


" meſs? 2 Pet. 3. 101. 


(4-) The Candeſcenſion. of the moſt High, 
in giving this Caution, is an Argument that he 
delights in Mercy; whereas he might ſuffer us 
to go on, withont Warning, to our own De- 
ſtruction. - And this is a great Encouragement 
for our ſeeking his Fayour, We eſpecially, un- 
der the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, have all 
the Encouragement our Hearts can wiſh ; ſince 
there is a Mediator appointed, with whom God 
is always well-pleas'd, and who is himſelf 


tourb'd with a tender Senſe of our Infirmities. Let 
us therefore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, 


that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 277 
in time of Need, Heb. 4. 15,16. Let us tru 
$2910 (459 | - "" 
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* | 
in the Mercy of God, thro Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
acceptance of our Perſons, and the Salvation of 
our Souls. Let us likewiſe truſt in his Good- 
neſs for a Bleſſing upon the Nation; and if God 
be for us, who can be againſt us ? 
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Thankſeivifi 'Se emb. 5, 1712. 
A By Foſeph ns Sherry pr rink 1k Y 3. Dos ws and 
Solct by J. Baker at Mercers-Ch appel in Cheapft e, an 
2 Harriſon t the Royal 8 8 

; . Eleven Sermons preach'd upon Special Occaſions, 

by the late Reverend Mr. Jen Piggott, Miniſter 

-— "gy, ur Being all that were printed in his Soi 
time, Together With Mr. Pil bington's Recantation 

_of the Exrors of * Romiſh Church, as tas pub- 

- Ihd by Mr. ie To vwehich is ad Mr. Pig- 
Ee gott Funral: Lori preach d by Mr. Joſeph Sten- 
nett ; colrining ome Account of bis Life and Cha- 
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